
The Effects of Global 
Climate 
Change 
“In the old days, we 
could count on two 
rainy periods each 
year.  We would time 
our plantings in such 
a way that we almost 
always got a crop. 
 But now. . .”  After a 
few moments, 
Muendo continued, “This is supposed to be the 
middle of the ‘long rains’. For the past three 
months, it has been nothing but hot sun and dry 
wind.  We will be hungry again.  Over the past 
several years, our stomachs have become 
accustomed to being hungry.”


“Why do you think it is that the rains are not 
coming on schedule anymore?” we asked.


“They say it is because we have cut down all the 
forests.  But I think something else is going on. 
 The signs of the weather that we used to know 
aren’t there anymore.  It seems like a different 
place.  If it weren’t for this new sand dam, I don’t 
know how much longer we could hold out.”


The MCC funded sand dam in Muendo’s village, 
serves to safely harvest and maximize the little 
rain that does fall. While this helps villagers to 
deal with the impact of their climate changing it 
does not address the root cause. As a church 
cognizant of our global neighbors we have the 
responsibility to address our role in creating 
these conditions. This is why we have created 
the PVMC Climate Justice Fund.


Get Involved 
About the fund 

Park View maintains a Climate Justice Initiative to 
receive money from the annual budget and 
directly from individuals. If you would like to 
contribute, please submit a check to Park 
View Mennonite Church and write 
"Climate Justice Initiative" or “CJI” on the 
MEMO line.  

About Creation Care Council 

At Park View Mennonite, a Creation Care Council 
(CCC) has been formed to give leadership and 
guidance to ongoing efforts to reduce the 
negative impact of our corporate and individual 
environmental footprint. We invite all to join the 
dialogue and action. For more information check 
out our page on the church website: 
www.pvmchurch.org/creation-care-council.html


Balancing the 
Books 
Toward a global approach to resource use and 
impact at Park View Mennonite Church



It is our hope that the PVMC community, at the 
institutional and individual levels, will financially and 
philosophically support this very important initiative. 
Individual households may wish to build on this and 
expand it into their own lifestyle. Resources are 
available to help households conduct environmental 
audits. (http://coolclimate.berkeley.edu/calculator) 
Any funds that accrue therefrom could be channeled 
through the PVMC Climate Justice Fund. 


In a modest yet important way, your contribution 
and personal participation acknowledges 
complicity in the problem coupled with a desire 
to make right a very grave environmental wrong.

The Environmental Impact of 
Park View Mennonite 
Church

In looking at how PVMC cares for creation, a major 
contributor to our environmental impact (locally and 
globally) is how we use energy. Our church uses 

about 92 MWhs of electrical energy in an 
average year, about half of which is generated 
by our rooftop solar array. The electricity purchased 
from the local utility is generated primarily 
from coal, gas, and nuclear power plants. In 
addition, we heat our building with 
approximately 5,500 gallons of propane yearly. 
Burning this fuel results in an increase carbon load 
in our atmosphere. 


While we have made several important energy 
reduction changes around the church, including 
installing low energy LED bulbs, low flow toilets, 
and other substantive changes, we still have an 
energy gap between what we can do structurally, 
and our impact on our environment.

The Cost Of Our Choices 
We can assign dollar values to the impact of our 
carbon emissions. The gap for PVMC as a result of 
emitting carbon dioxide into our environment is 
about $6500/year. This figure represents both visible 
and hidden costs above our costs of purchasing 
and use of fuel and electricity.


How Will We Do This?

A newly formed working group—dubbed the 
Climate Justice Initiative--will manage the use of 
these funds. Funds generated from this self-
assessment will be channeled to communities 
that have been most negatively impacted by 
climate change. A list of potential sites is being 
developed.


What Do We Do?

In an action that is both material and symbolic, 
PVMC seeks to pay for the full cost of our 
environmental impact. We will henceforth assess 
ourselves (in a proposal approved by Church 
Council) a cost of $6500 per year to cover our 
real cost to the environment. This money will be 
deposited into a Climate Justice Fund which in turn 
will be used to repair these damages in designated 
projects aimed at areas most impacted by pollution 
and climate change.
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